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WALES, WI - Dr. Patricia F. Deklotz, Superintendent of Kettle Moraine School District 
(KMSD) since 2006, has given her notice of retirement to the Board of Education. Due 
to medical conditions and the dangers of the pandemic, 
Dr. Deklotz is not able to meet face-to-face and feels 
strongly about the need for the district to have a leader in 
place who can be physically present as KMSD prepares 
to meet the challenges of the 2020-21 school year. 
 
“The district needs a leader who can be physically 
present in our schools during these challenging times 
ahead as we face re-entry to schools and my doctor 
strongly advised against continuing in my role,” said Dr. Deklotz. “While I am incredibly 
saddened by this ending to my role as superintendent, I remain confident and extremely 
proud of our staff, the work they have done and the work they will continue to do. I will 
continue in my role, working remotely, as we take on the challenges of re-opening 
schools, improving opportunities for students, and supporting the board in their process 
to find my successor.”  
  
Dr. Deklotz has been superintendent of KMSD, a Blue Ribbon K-12 district serving 
3,700 students located in southeastern Wisconsin, since 2006. Under her leadership, 
the district has embraced the board's challenge to transform schools to more efficiently 
meet the needs of all students. During her tenure, the district has established a 
reputation of excellence with the following initiatives: increased transcripted, advanced 
placement and dual enrollment courses, implementation of Project Lead the Way and 
Gateway to Engineering, implementation of four-year-old kindergarten, creation of four 
instrumentality charter schools (three high schools, and one elementary), the 
development of an advanced manufacturing certificate diploma, educator 
micro-credentials, and the expectation of personalized learning across all grades and 
subjects. Her focus has been steadfast in serving the needs of all students.  
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Taking a non-traditional route into the field of education, she dropped out of college just 
two quarters shy of her teaching degree in order to provide for her own family. Dr. 
Deklotz worked 20 years in financial software development and with non-profit 
organizations prior to becoming a teacher in 1996. She earned her bachelors, masters, 
and doctorate degrees by doing homework side-by-side with her children.  
 
She celebrated the weekend in May 2013 when she and her son were both awarded 
their doctoral diplomas. She began her involvement in the district by serving as a parent 
volunteer and PTO co-chair. Before going back to earn her teaching license, she spent 
five years on the Kettle Moraine School Board, serving as president for two years. 
 
Dr. Deklotz leaves the district after a successful vote on a recurring operating 
referendum in 2020, which gives KMSD $7 million in critical and sustainable funding 
after the 2024-25 school year. 
 
“We are extremely grateful to Dr. Deklotz for her unwavering dedication, not only to the 
district, but to the Kettle Moraine community over the past 20-plus years,” said Board 
President Gary Vose. “She has been instrumental in transforming our district into a 
nationally-recognized organization of excellence. More importantly, she bleeds KM blue 
and gold, working tirelessly to advocate for our schools, students and families. Her 
impact will be felt for years to come. We wish her well in this next chapter and take 
solace in the fact she will continue to be a tremendous resource to the district.”  
 
The board will immediately begin its search for her replacement and share news on 
their progress with the community as it happens.  
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